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The eternity of Tutankhamun
Lise Manniche

The funerary equipment of
Tutankhamun reflects his options
for his eternal life, and as usual in
Egypt, there are several answers to
one question: what did he expect,
and how to deal with it? Some of
the objects were not even made for
him, but they do bear witness to
the concepts valid at the time of his
death. Some ten years had passed
since the end of the Amarna period
which, though officially put to rest,
continued to make itself known,
especially in a number of objects
which were taken over from his
predecessors. This applies to such
iconic objects as the golden shrines
protecting his mummy as well as to
the wall decoration of the tomb that

became his final resting place.

The world in a bowl.
Painted faience of the New Kingdom
Rune Nyord

The decoration of the so-called
‘marsh bowls’, found in tombs as
well as temples, is fairly consistent in
depicting a waterscape with plants
and inhabitants which often relate

them to Hathor. The author suggests
that the technique of decorating the
faience, with the glazing emerging
from the paste, reflects the moment
of creation when the world appeared
from the depths of the primeval
ocean and crops sprouted from fertile
soil. It bears witness to a communal
process of emergence when, having
been dissolved or concealed in

matter (faience, inundation, soil),
phenomena (glaze, marshes, crops)
become a visual form on the glittering
blue surface. With their multiple
layers of interpretation the bowls are
more than pretty ornaments.

The frog in Ancient Egypt
Mette Gregersen

The author presents the history

and significance of the frog from

its appearance in sculpture in Early
Dynastic times to its inclusion in the
wall decoration of New Kingdom
and Graeco-Roman temples. As

a deity the frog appears from the
Middle Kingdom as Heket, goddess
of delivery, but also, depicted as

a man with a frog’s head, from
Graeco-Roman times as one of the
contributive elements in the creation
of the world from the primeval

ocean.
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